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PARENT -CASE : 



CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 



This is a continuation application of application Serial No. 06/721,281, 
filed Apr. 8, 1985 and entitled "VIDEO CONFERENCING NETWORK", now U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,710,917, issued Dec. 1, 1987, which is related to patent 
application Serial No. 720,507, filed Apr. 5, 1985, and U.S. Pat. no. 
4,686,698, issued Aug. 11, 1987. 
US-CL-CURRENT: 370/62 



ABSTRACT : 

A video conferencing network includes remote video terminals (10) 
interconnected to a switching network (66) through coaxial cables (16). 
The switching network (66) is operable to provide an audio and video ua La 
path between two or more video terminals (10). The switching network (66) 
operates as both an audio/video crosspoint switch and also as a network 
controller. In the network control mode, the switching network (66) 
operates in both a master mode for maintaining data communication witn 
an or me viaeo terminals uuj ana aiso in a siave moae tor inaitiLaniiiiy 
status of devices attached to the switching network (66). In the master 
mode, the switching network (66) receives requests from each of the video 
terminals (10) and services these requests 10 u<s term it it; avdiiauie uata 
paths for interconnection with other video terminals. In the slave mode., 
the switch (66) is in data communication with ail or itw viueo Lennmais 
(10) to determine the status thereof which is stored in a slave status 
table. This information in the status table is transferred to a separate 
network table, that is maintained in the master mode for network purposes. 
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ABSTRACT : 

A video conferencing network includes remote video terminals (10) 
interconnected to a switching network (66) through coaxial cables (16). 
The switching network (66) is operable to provide an audio anu viueu uaLa 
path between two or more video terminals (10). The switching network (66) 
operates as both an audio/video crosspoint switch and also as a network 
controller. In the network control mode, the switching network (66) 



operates in both a master mode for maintaining data communication with 
all of the video terminals (10) and also in a slave mode for maintaining 
status of devices attached to the switching network (66). In the master 
mode, the switching network (66) receives requests from each of the video 
terminals (10) and services these requests to determine available data 
paths for interconnection with other video terminals. In the slave mode, 
the switch (66) is in data communication with all of the video terminals 
(10) to determine the status thereof which is stored in a slave status 
table. This information in the status table is transferred to a separate 
network table that is maintained in the master mode for network purposes. 
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ABSTRACT : 

A workstation (10) for interfacing with a video conferencing network 
comprises a display (12) which has an internal camera (32) associated 
therewith. The camera (32) and various auxiliary devices such as a VCR 
(28) are input to a video switch (52) for selecting a video output. The 
video output is input to either a monitor (12) and/or to the network 
through an interface circuit (51). In addition, video can be received 
from a local processor (42). The monitor (12) operates at two video rates 
and can be switched therebetween by a CPU (48). The local processor (42) 
operates at a separate rate from the NTSC video of the monitor (12). A 
viewfinder (14) having a viewing surface smaller than the monitor (12) is 
provided as another output on the video switch (52) such that two 
displays can be received by the user at a given time. A microphone (34) 
and a speaker (64) are provided and controlled by an audio switch (54 ). 
This allows a full duplex audio path to exist between the network and the 
workstation (10). 



